
When God Does Shock & Awe
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Bible World Empires
• Egypt

• Assyria

• Babylon

• Media/Persia

• Greece

• Rome
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Tiglath Pilesar III
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Tiglath Pileser III
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King Ahaz of Judah
•2 Kings 16:2-4 “Twenty years old was Ahaz 

when he began to reign, and reigned sixteen 
years in Jerusalem, and did not that which was 
right in the sight of the LORD his God, like 
David his father. But he walked in the way of the 
kings of Israel, yea, and made his son to pass 
through the fire, according to the abominations 
of the heathen, whom the LORD cast out from 
before the children of Israel. And he sacrificed 
and burnt incense in the high places, and on the 
hills, and under every green tree.”

13



Hezekiah, the Reformer

• 2 Chronicles 29:3 “He in the first year of his reign, in 
the first month, opened the doors of the house of the 
LORD, and repaired them.”

• 2 Chronicles 30:1 “And Hezekiah sent to all Israel and 
Judah… that they should come to the house of the 
LORD at Jerusalem, to keep the passover….”

• 2 Chronicles 31:1 “… all Israel that were present went 
out to the cities of Judah, and brake the images in 
pieces, and cut down the groves, …. ”
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Hezekiah, the Military Engineer

• 2 Chronicles 32:2-4 “And when Hezekiah saw that 
Sennacherib was come, and that he was purposed to fight 
against Jerusalem, He took counsel with his princes and 
his mighty men to stop the waters of the fountains which 
were without the city: and they did help him. So there was 
gathered much people together, who stopped all the 
fountains, and the brook that ran through the midst of the 
land, saying, Why should the kings of Assyria come, and 
find much water?”

stopped all the
fountains, and the brook
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Hezekiah, the 
Builder

• 2 Chronicles 32:5, 6 “Also he 
strengthened himself, and built 
up all the wall that was broken, 
and raised it up to the towers, 
and another wall without, and 
repaired Millo in the city of 
David, and made darts and 
shields in abundance. And he set 
captains of war over the people, 
and gathered them together to 
him in the street of the gate of 
the city, and spake comfortably 
to them, saying,”

built
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Hezekiah, the Encourager

• 2 Chronicles 32:7, 8 “Be strong and courageous, be not afraid 
nor dismayed for the king of Assyria, nor for all the multitude 
that is with him: for there be more with us than with him: With 
him is an arm of flesh; but with us is the LORD our God to help 
us, and to fight our battles. And the people rested themselves 
upon the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.”
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Hezekiah, the King

• 2 Chronicles 32:27 “And 
Hezekiah had exceeding much 
riches and honour: and he made 
himself treasuries for silver, and 
for gold, and for precious stones, 
and for spices, and for shields, 
and for all manner of pleasant 
jewels;”
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• 2 Chronicles 32:30 “This same 
Hezekiah also stopped the 
upper watercourse of Gihon, 
and brought it straight down to 
the west side of the city of 
David. And Hezekiah prospered 
in all his works.”

Hezekiah the Builder
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Sennacherib
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King Asshurizirpal, 883 B.C.

• "Their men, young and 
old, I took as prisoners. 
Of some I cut off the 
feet and hands; of 
others I cut off the 
noses, ears, and lips; of 
the young men's ears I 
made a heap; of the old 
men's heads I built a 
minaret." Hawlinson's 
"Five Great 
Monarchies" vol. 2, p85, 
note.
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LA Coliseum
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Hezekiah’s Needed
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• 2 Kings 18:5-7 “He trusted in 
the LORD, the God of Israel; 
so that after him there was 
none like him among all the 
kings of Judah, nor among 
those who were before him. 
For he clung to the LORD; he 
did not depart from following 
Him, but kept His 
commandments, which the 
LORD had commanded 
Moses. And the LORD was 
with him; ….”

He trusted in
the LORD

kept His
commandments

he clung to the LORD
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